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HOMELESSNESS
in the NEWS: 

May 2025

WHAT 
YOU

SHOULD
KNOW…



FEDERAL 
FUNDING 
OUTLOOK:

What does 
the ‘Skinny 
Budget’ 
mean for us?

On May 2, President Trump released what is known as the “Skinny 
Budget” – a draft version of his budget priorities for federal fiscal year 
2026.

The White House called the current system of federal rental assistance 
"dysfunctional" and proposed essentially ending Section 8 and other 
housing voucher programs. The plan calls for cutting rental aid by about 
43% and sending that money to states “to design their own rental 
assistance programs based on their unique needs and preferences.“

Another part of the proposal calls for shrinking HUD funding specifically 
for homelessness by 12% and putting a two-year cap on people's 
eligibility for aid. (Historically, HUD funding for homelessness increases 
every year to cover the increases in rental costs.)

Moves all CoC funding into Emergency Solutions Grants that go to 
states, large cities and urban counties.



What’s the timeline?
Congress is currently considering President Trump’s “Big Beautiful 
Bill,” which cuts trillions of dollars in taxes while scaling back safety 
net programs such as Medicaid and SNAP (food stamps). 

Lays out the administration’s priorities but doesn’t specifically 
impact homeless funding.

Passed House last week on 215-214 vote. Expected to face more 
opposition in the Senate; raises nation's debt limit by $4 trillion.

Next, the House and Senate pull together their respective  
proposed budgets, the President submits his full budget request, 
then negotiations begin.

With other legislative priorities in play, many insiders expect we’ll 
have another continuing resolution for the FY26 budget. Current 
funded CoC projects should be secure through mid- to late 2027.



Which programs are involved?



Impact 
to 

Central 
Florida?

 Approx. 800 – 1,600 people with disabilities would lose their housing, 
half through CoC’s Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS 
(HOPWA); half potentially through HUD VASH for veterans.

 Loss of public housing authorities’ long-term rental assistance, putting 
households with low incomes at significant risk of homelessness. 

 Losses include: YHDP, specialized domestic violence*/human 
trafficking programs, and specialized projects for people who are 
HIV-positive. (*Some DV funds may be shifted to ESG, with emphasis 
on shelter and relocation support, but not rapid rehousing).

 Most likely the region would return to a first-come, first-served system 
– losing the ability to triage those in greatest need.

 No regional planning, no Point-in-Time Count, no disaster 
preparedness coordination or other community-wide agreements on 
process and policy, etc.

 No monitoring of programs and agencies or evaluation of what 
works.

 Loss of transparency.



What can YOU do? Share information with staff, board members, 
donors, supporters, lobbyists.

Write to representatives in Congress, especially majority 
members of the Senate budget committee (see:
http://www.budget.senate.gov/.

For others, use the “Find Your Representative" tool 
on House.gov and “Find Your Senators“ on 
Senate.gov.

Follow the National Low Income Housing Coalition 
on social media (@NLIHC).

http://www.budget.senate.gov/
https://www.google.com/search?num=10&newwindow=1&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1137US1137&cs=0&sca_esv=86db1c1a37fd00af&q=Find+Your+Representative&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiKhIP60rqNAxWzgoQIHYWpOfMQxccNegQILxAB&mstk=AUtExfD6KguXU2JSUx88fh1AjZ-YIcj6-n1VokZvUppcfABlm9Gps-4vUljtpB9ZpLGxQOlYZ2-8jZShj9jupihUu0_Tux56C0c_kz6XcFh5YVQQA_SWyK1VtDLtGvr2zOz3_ouIn4EbTCjlmvAfQCNwQcw7HJFu2mUy5NOQ5aU7JaBLmYg&csui=3
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.google.com/search?num=10&newwindow=1&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1137US1137&cs=0&sca_esv=86db1c1a37fd00af&q=Find+Your+Senators&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiKhIP60rqNAxWzgoQIHYWpOfMQxccNegQIIxAB&mstk=AUtExfD6KguXU2JSUx88fh1AjZ-YIcj6-n1VokZvUppcfABlm9Gps-4vUljtpB9ZpLGxQOlYZ2-8jZShj9jupihUu0_Tux56C0c_kz6XcFh5YVQQA_SWyK1VtDLtGvr2zOz3_ouIn4EbTCjlmvAfQCNwQcw7HJFu2mUy5NOQ5aU7JaBLmYg&csui=3


The Sharing 
Center 
selects 
Tekoa Pouerie
new president 
and CEO

Previously:
VP at national office of Pace 
Center for Girls,
Chief Development Officer 
for Harbor House of Central 
Florida 



Florida Legislature Update

SB 584:
Requires each state 

college or university to 

develop a plan to prioritize 

housing and support for 

former foster youth and 

students who have been or 

are at risk of homelessness.



The cities of Austin, Miami, New York and 
Washington D.C have joined forces in a new effort 
to protect their communities from the growing threat 
of extreme heat.

Grants were provided by The Challenge Fund, which 
helps cities bridge gaps and pilot new or 
underfunded strategies integrating climate resilience 
with public health and equity. The projects focus on:
• People experiencing homelessness in Austin
• Low-income and elderly residents in Washington D.C.
• Immigrants and people living in low-income apartment complexes 

in Miami
• Outdoor workers in New York City























VALENCIA 
ACCELERATED 
SKILLS 
TRAINING 
PROGRAM
Assisting Homeless Clients with Supportive Services 
During a Trades Program

Sierra Snow
Orange County Mental Health & Homelessness Division



To provide individuals who are homeless or at risk of being homeless with 
education that will lead to higher paying career opportunities. Through 
supportive services of childcare and housing assistance during program 
completion and the following job search, we strive to provide more 
stability to the person and their immediate family while they are going 
through this transition.

OUR GOAL



WHAT IS VALENCIA AST?
Hands on learning opportunities offered at several locations in 
Orange and Osceola counties 

Students earn industry-recognized credentials, train in essential 
workplace skills and receive job placement support

Course durations are approximately 10-22 weeks



AST PROGRAMS

Includes: Automated Production Specialist, 
Electronic Board Assembly, Industrial 
Automation Technician, Precision Optics, 
Photonics, and Fiber Optics Technician, 
Robotics Technician, Robotics & 
Semiconductor Technician, & Welding 
Technology
Starting pay: $15.75-$25 per hour

Includes: Clinical Medical Assistant + EKG & 
Medical Office Specialist
Starting pay: $16-$18 per hour

Includes: Carpentry, Electrical Powerline 
Technician, Facilities Maintenance Technician, 
Residential/Commercial Electrician Technician, 
Residential/Commercial HVAC Technician, & 
Residential/Commercial Plumbing Technician
Starting pay: $15.50-$24.75 per hour

Includes: Distribution Operations 
Technician
Starting pay: $17.50-$19 per hour

Advanced Manufacturing Construction & 
Maintenance

Healthcare Transportation & 
Logisitics



YOUTHBUILD

Provides wraparound services as the individual obtains 
their GED and career training

Eligibility:
• Ages 16-24
• Does not have a high school diploma or GED
• Live in zip codes 32808 or 32811



ORANGE COUNTY SUPPORTS
Helping students reach success by providing housing 
and childcare assistance during the AST program and 
during the job placement process

Eligibility requirements:
• Has high school diploma or GED
• Has proof of residence in Orange County for 1 year
• Background limitations for certain programs



Please send information 
about interested clients to: 
Sierra.Snow@ocfl.net



Community Legal 
Services & HSN 
Emerging Issues

Morgan Cardinal
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